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Albany, Jan. 15, 1874.
Now that the legislature ban been thoroughly organizedby the appointment of the various standingeonnnlttees.although many of the disappointed

would be chairmen have been tnorongbly disorganisedby tb« fact.It is bnt fair to presume tbat in a

*ay or two both hoasea will begin tho business of
ttesession in downright earnest; not, indeed, that
taring the past few days nothing of mo-

fluent lias been done, for the Senate has
"already waded through the constitutional
amendments and two bills have been actually
passed by both houses. Still the real hard drudgery

* «r the session has not yet commenced, and, or
course, the real beginning depends In great part
upon the committees doing their work promptly.
Jt 1b an old habit or some of the prominent committeesto allow a large number of bills to accumulateupon tbelr bands before reporting upon
them favorably or otherwise, aud whenever they
are called upon to exert themselves in any special
direction the excuse is given that they are overwhelmedwith business. The excuse Is nine times
out of ten a very lame one, and in many Instances
it is only made to cover up some nice little scheme
which some one of the members of the committeo
Is anxious shall not be reported upon one way or
the other until

CKRTATN LITTLE BARGAINS
of his own have been satisfactorily arranged with
gentlemen who know how to stifle a report or induceone to come out Into open day at any time
they desire. Just in this connection I may
add that one of the very men who is

Just now going about complaining bitterly that he
was not made chairman of a certain committee
"sat upon,'' to nse the lobby slang, a bill in his
committee last year till the Legislature adjourned,
much, no doubt, to the relief of a large number of
lippery customers In New York city, who would
have been ratber sternly dealt with had the bill
become a law. Sitting upon bills, therefore, it is
to be hoped, will be more observed In
the breach than in the observance this
session, and if each member of the committeeJust appointed manes up his mind
to report promptly, alter due examination, on

overy b 11 referred to the committee of which he 1b
a memoer, no matter what outside pressure may
be brought to bear upon bnn to hold it back, a
great step will be made toward

MAKINO THE SESSION A SHORT ONE.
The Speaker has done his part in making up the

oommittees, and lias pledged his word that thesesHiouwill be a brief one, so lar as he can make it
ao, but alone and unaided his promise cannot be
fulfilled should a majority of the members not
make every exertion in their power also to
lorry things along. Again, the members or the
Ways and Means committee, who arc all good,
{radical men, who know Just what work theyave to do and how they ought to do it if they wish
to ao it well, will in a great measure, iroin
this out, be justly held responsible for the duration
of the session and for the rapidity or slowness wjthwhich the #ofk may be donfl. It is their prfivineff
to make the appropriations, and if they
can only break loose irom the customs
of the past, by which the committee
was never expected, and, Indeed, never
felt inclined, to report anything important in the
way of the regular appropriations, or to take auv
action until late in the session upon the wavs aui
means they have to look into thoroughly befoi'c
tliev come belore the Hnnso. tnnv will ha

DOING rHK MTAT& AS IMMENSE RERVICB.
They can just, as easily within the next two

weeks get through just as much work as the committeeol last year (lid In two months by departingfrom the dtlly dally way or doing business that has
ao long prevailed bereto'.ore, and makingIt a rifle not to let business accninuiarc
on their hands until they arc scarcely able to know
what ought to be done or what ought to be lelt undone.General Batclieller, the chairman, is a man
ol rare executive ability, and Is possessed ol a
keenness of discrimination in dealing with legislativework that will be of Immense service to him
and his eolleagnes, who themselves, I beneve, will
support him strongly in every attempt he may maketoward hurrying along the general business, so far
as his committee is concerned. If, then, the committeesall do their duty fattniully and the longtalkers of the IIouhc can be taught a lew lessons us
to the necessity ol using as lew words as possiblein explaining what they mean about every meusure
that oomes before the House for Its action, and in
saying nothing at all about matters tbey know
nothing about, which will probably certainly be as
ton to one In proportion to what tbey will know
anything about Mr. Husted's Idea or a session of
loo days only may be happily realized. And tor
sach a consummation doubtless the peop.e of the
whole sure will heartily say "so mote it be."

THE CONSTITUTION41. AMENDMENTS.
The House had quite a lively debate over the

constitutional amendments to-day in Committee
of the Whole. The first six amendments Were
ordered to a third reading, but it is believed that
when the entire batch conies belore the House the
amendments to the tilth article will he defeatedoverwhelmingly. It will be borne in
mind that these amendments were passedby the last Legislature, and must be
ratified by the preseut Legislature before they cau
go belore the people, l ucre seems to be conaiderabledifference of opinion as to the power of
this Legislature In passing separately on the
amendments. At any rate the amendment to
ai viuic u will ruiee a aiurm, »« 11 HikCH away iroill
the people the power of electing several of the
most important officers or the State. To give the
readers or the Hehald an idea of the Importance
01 tills commonly called "lirth amendment" I
herewith append It In fUU. It reads as .ollows:.
Suction U.Ttie Comptroller and Secretary of State shall

oe chosen at the same general election au<l lor the same
term as the Governor. The persons holding the otllces at
the time when this section shall take eflect shall continueto bold ;the same until the 1st day ofJanuary next
succeeding the tlrst election ot Comptroller and Secretaryol i-tate, pursuant to tho provisions hereof, andshall each receive a salary to be flxed bv law, lor suchtime as they may hold snch offices beyond the term forwhich they shall have been elected.
Sac. 1.The Attorney General and State Engineer andSurveyor shall be appointed by the Governor, with theconsent of the Senate, and hold their offices until the endof the term of the Governor by whom they shall benominated and until their successors are appointed. No

person shall be appointed State Bnglncer and Snrveyorwho is not a practical engineer.
sac. 3..A superintendent of Stale Prisons shall be appointedby the (ioveriior, with the consent of the Senate,and bold his office fur live years, unless sooner removed ;he shall give security in surh amount and with suchsureties as shall he required by law tor the falthiul dischargeol his duties; he shall have the superintendence,management anil control ol the State prisons, subject toaucb laws as now exist or may hereafter be enacted: hnshall appoint the agrats, wardens, physicians and chaplainsot the prisons. The agent and warden oteach prison shall appoint all other officers or suchprison, except the clerk, subject to the approvul ot the

same by the superintendent The Comptroller shall appointthe clerks ol the prisons The Superintendentshall have ail the powers aud perforin all the duties, notInconsistent herewith, wlileh have heretofore been hudand performed by the Inspectors of Htalc Prisons; and(Tom and after the time when such Superintendent otMlate Prisons stiull have been appointed nonqualified,
».Uv«<fi iwiiN *111111 no anil ishereby abolished The Governor may remove the Sii- 'Iperlnfeiideul lor cause at any nine, giving to him a copyof the charge* ugatnsi hiiu. ami au opportunity lobeheard in hta delence.

Mac. Tho Trcasnrcr shall tx> chosen hy the Senateand Assembly In Joint liallot, ami hold hla onloe tor throe
years and until hi* successor shall lie chosen and quail-fled. lie shall, before entering upon the duties of hi* ot-
flee, rive such aecnrlty oa may bo required by law. lie
may be soapendod trom olhco by the Governor duringtbe reeeaa of the legislature, ami until thirty ilaya alter
the comuiencamont of the next aeaaion ot the leglslnture,whenever It aliall appear to liiin that aueh Treasurerha a, in any particular, violated his duty. The U< v-
nrnor shall appoint a competent person In discharge the
duties ol tbe utlice during aut-n suspension of the Tress-
urer. IMac. h.The I.ieutonant Oovernor. Comptroller, Reore. ,tary of Mtate, Attorney General. Treasurer ami Mlato Knglnccrand tiurvevor shall he the Commissioners of the
Land intlce. The'office ot the t'ommlasloiior of the t'aiiHl
Kund is abolished, and all ihu | owersand dutiea hereto. <
fore han or poriormod by tbs roinmlssionorsof tho Canal l
fund aball hereafter lie had and perforuu d hy the Comptroller.The Canal HoarJ shall consist ot the ieuionant
Governor, Heeretary of *date, Treasurer, Attorney lion

fnU^tate Kugincur and urvoyer and superintendent of
Mac. g.A superintendent of public works shall he appointedby the Governor, with tfie consent of the Senate,UJd to hold his office until the end ot tho term of tbeGovernor by whom he was nominated and until his successorIs appointed. He shall receive tor his services a

compensation to be fixed by law. He shall be reqiiln d
"> tCvo security lor iho faithful execution of hisoffice be lore entering upon the duties thereof. He shallbecnarged with the execution of all laws relating to therfP*,i-""I navigation of tho canals, and also of thoserotating to the construction and Improvement of thecanals, except so far as the execution of the laws relating '

!" JSC on or Improvement shall be confided ,i° i ^ Engineer and (Surveyor. Subject to Uie controlof the Legislature, he shall make the rules and regu- 1lotions for the navigation or use of the canals. He msy 1be suspended or removed trom office by the Oovernor,whenever In his Judgment the pnbllc interest shall so re1k.ot Ln c!f ol "moral ot snch Mnperlntendent ofPublic Works ftorn office, the Governor shall Die withthe Mecretnry of State a statement of the cause ol suchremoval, and shall report such removal and the canscthereof to the Legislature at its next session.
Hnc. 7.The Superintendent of Public Works shall appointnot more than three aaalstant superintendentswhose duties shall be prescribed by him. subject to modificationby the i-cgtalatnre and who shall receive lortheir sorvivos a councilsolivu to he tut by they
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ball bold their <oin«« for throe years, subject to suspensionor remove., |,y the Superintendent oi rubllo Worti,whenever If nla judgment the public intercut ehall mi
require. *.ny vacancy In the office of any ittch assistant
upcrlnt^no^nt eball be filled, for the remainder of
the tarm (or which he waa appointed, by the Supertntenixut 0i Public Work*; but in case of the suspension or
rf..oval of auv sneli assistant superintendent by him. he
r .all at once report to the flovernor, in writing, the
cauae ol *uch removal. All other persons employed In
the care ami management of the canal*, except collector*of tolla and thoee iu the Iiepartineut of tbe State
Kngitieer and Surveyor, ehall be appointed by tbe Superintendentof i'ublic Werfca end be aubject to auapenaion
or removal by him.

Kbc. 8. The office of Canal Comroiraioner In abolished
from and alter the appointment and qualification of the
Superintendent of Public Work*, until which time tho
Canal CotuinlNirinners shall continue to discharge tin Ir
duties a* now provided by law The superintendent of
Public Works shall perlorm all the duties of the Canal
Commissioners, ana Board of Canal Couuniaaioners, as
now declared by law, until otherwise provided by ihe
Igigialature.
Ha; P. The Governor, by and with the consent of the

fienate, shall have power to fill vaeauelua In Uie offices
in thia article named, except a* herein otherwise provided;or. If the Senate he not in session, he may grant
comiiuxaion*, which shall expire at the end of the next
succeeding session of the Senate.

u.,. IO Tl.u Ul..rn..u < 1- 1 s-. T.- 1 1

Surveyor anil Treasurer, in office at the time rem article
.shall take effect, shall hold their offices until their iucccssorsare appointed.

hire. II..The powers ami duties of the respective board*
and of the several officers in this article named shall,
except us herein otherwise provided, he such as now ure
or hereafter may he prescribed by law.
Sac. 12..All offices for the weighing, gauging,

measuring, culling or inspecting any merchandise, produce,manufacture or commodity whatever are herebyabolished, and no such office shall herenfter be created
by law; lint nothing In this section contained shall abrogateanv otllce crested for the purpose of protecting the
public health or thu Interest of the Slate In Its property,
revenue, bills or purchases, or of supplying the peoplewith correct standards of weights and measures, or shall
prevent the creation of any office lor such purposes hereafter.
Mr. Hlessing's Railroad bill, introduced in the

Assembly to-day. contemplates a double track from
foot of Forty-second street, North lUver, to Lexingtonavenue to Thirty-fourth street, thence to
the Tbirty-tourth Btreet ierry. The bill to extend
the tracks ol the Third Avenue Railroad is nothing
more nor less than the same bill which was introducedlast year and dm not pass. It gives the
company the right to run their cars over the sametrucks to Fourth avenue Irom Third avenue which
they now occupy uuder contract with the Avenue
0 line.
The bill introduced by Senator fiross relative to

the lees of the Sheriff of the city and county of
New York simply amends the act or 1809, by allowingthe Sheriff to make sales by referee appointedby him, and abolishes all ioreclosure and auctioneer'sfeeH. The section giving him tllty cents ou
every commitment is retained.

THE 811!f AND ITS F1H1LY OF PLANETS.

Lecture by Richard A. Proctor al Association11aU.Are tUe Planeta Inhabited1
Richard A. Proctor delivered a lecture last eveningat Association Hall on the "Sun and its Faintly

of Planets." The lecturer on being introduced to
the audience commenced by saying that, with the
permission 01 the andlence, he would preface
his lecture by saying tnat be bad
a few remarks to make with reference to tho
reporting of lectures. The difficulties of reporterswere very great in the act of taking lectures.
Lectures were not necessarily verbatim, and sometimestypographical mistakes were made, in which
cane neither the reporter nor the lecturer were to
blame. Mistakes would readily occur, for example,one time he announced that be was
to preach on "Life in Other Worlds," and a
typographical, not a reportonul, blunder made it
"Life in Our Woods." Iu another instance he
(the speaker) knew a case of a speaker at the
other side who had advertised that he was about
to deliver a lecture on "Reserved Seats in Paradise,"and the phrase was actually printed
"Reserved Seats in Paris." He didn't know
whether Paris and l*uradiso were considered
synonymous terms in America. (Laughter.)
After stating that Mercury, Venus, MaiB, Jupiter,
Saturn, Urauus and Neptune were, with the earth,
part components of the planetary system wltu
which he intended to deal this evening, the lecturerthen went ou to describe at very great
length apd iu a scientific manner the difference betweentne gravity ot Jars amf that of the earth.
The gravity of Mars to that of the earth was In
the proportion of six to sixteen. One pound
on the earth would weigh a little more thau six
ounces ou Mars, oue living on Mars was consequentlyliving uuder rlie influence of less gravitation.If we lived on Mars lustead of ou the cartn
everything around us would become lighter, we
could run more quickly and jump more lightly
because we weighed less. Iu Mars all
oujects around us would be lighter, we
could work mote easily, we wonld be able to
build larger edition*, and we should generallyspeaking, have smaller work to perform, l'lie
question was whether those houses would be as
stable. Mars was subject to currents like the
Earth, and couscqucutiy a hurricane coming was
UahlA lift anAAn liwiltf till HlnOO vwtstwlw un/i laohlu

constructed buildings, lie then went oil to speak,
about the bearing or oceans on planets. The
sinuiler planet, according to an Irresistible law o(
nature, had the smaller ocean. He illustratedhis arguments In reicrence to the
gravity and temperature and respective bearingof earn planet upon tne otltcr by a variety oi
charts, in which au the planets in the platteiurv
s}'stein were drawn. A smaller planet produced
less neat than the greater planet, In consequenceof its standing In reference to the sun. having
described how an individual standing on Mars at a
very low height looking towards our earth would
discover nothing but clouds In the evening, he
thru weut on to describe the temperatureof the atmosphere around Mars at
different times of the day, showing how vast
a difference existed between them, lor the reasonthat what, might be vapor in the early evenlugwas likely to become irosen as the severityof the night advanced. Aqueous substance accumulatingaround Mars at certain seasons ol
the year was liable to cover i he whole sunacc ol
the planet with snow, rite planet Mars was untie
lor sucli signs of life, in consequence of its
natural condition and lormuuou as our
earth presents. If the planet had severalforms of nature, such as we have, they
must, be very light forms indeed. Having drawn
a parallel between the atmospheric temperatureof the | earth and that of Mars, be went on to say
that lie had read some time stuce a case or two
aeroiiuuts named Coxwell and Glacier, who determinedto have a nigh ride in a baboon. Theyweut up tlve tulles, when Glacier's pulse, which at
the outset was very low, hud risen to a height of
100, and at that height only he tainted.
Coxwell was more intrepid and capableol bearing more latigue, and tie succeeded iu going
to the neight of seven uiiies, just two miles higher
than that whereat bis iricnd and companion had
tainted. At the height ol seven tulles Coxwell
found he was losing strength; ids hands had lost
their power, he became almost unmanned, a speciesof unnatural paralysis overspread Ids body, and lie
could only draw the valve with Ins teeth. In fact,
to use a vulgar expression, the lives of the two
men were saved by tlio skin of Ooxweil's teeth.
(Laughter.) The pufses of these two men were at
the low rate of seventy-lour or seventy-six before
ascending. If he (the lecturer) were going up Ids
pulse would go to about io4 or 1J0, lor he generally
felt his pulse on com>ng before an nudieuce to delivera lecture rise generally to at least r.i>.
He then gave a very lengthened and elaborate detailof the bearing 01 Jupiter, Saturn. Uranus and
Ncniune on the earth. Almost an eternity uf time
may have Intervened In the lormatlon of these
planets. Millions of years mav have elapsed before
Mars was tit to be the abode of living beings. He
explained the /set that seven or eight satellites
revolving around Saturn were larger than Mars,
and iu consequence ol Uieir condition aud bearing
on the planetary system were tit to be the abode ot
life. In the satellites of Jupiter and .Saturn he hud
lound in calculation matures which it was difficult
D explain. TUe satellites or Jupiter and Saturn
only supplied thetu with about a sixteenth of the
light that we get from the moon. Other planets
did not get a seventeenth part or the light thai we
get irom the moon. The question ol lire in
other worlds next engrossed the attention
ut the lecturer, ir Itin only exists iu a
planet for a moment, according to the theories of
philosophers, the probability ih that at, ttio time
science endeavors to make a discovery 01 this existence,siicn existence may not lie at home In any
special planet. The probability la that at any specialmoment Iwing li/e may not lie discovered; but
It was onreasonab e to presume, considering the
existence 01 a planetary si stem, mat our Utile
earth was the only place Inhabited. It U as naturalto tuil to discover the existence ol life in a
planet at any particular moment during any series
af years as it Is 10 discover a man at home within
any given twenty-lour hours, wtieu that man
Is well known to the public to lie at home only for
len minutes during every successive day. Alter
ruing on at great, length to show that Herscliel and
other astronomers had believed in a human existencein other planets as well us the earth, Uu conwindedwith the loilowing quotation:.

hod ol KTunlte mid Ihe rote,
Soul <il the .-narrow anil the Is-*1,The nilglitv title el tiring flows
Through counties* eliannel*. I.ord. In Thee.It leap* to life in grass and flowers,through every grade of heing runs;Jfs glory shines iroiu written towers,And comes 10 us from stars mm suns.

OBITPAEY. |
('hurlea Aator Briefed.

Charles Astor liristed, grandson of John Jacob
Asior, who had for some duys been suffering with a
levero attaclfof rheumatism, died in Washington,
[). on the I4tli Inst., aged fifty-three years. His
remains will be removed on Krtuay to stockbrtdge,Mass., ror Interment.

M. Mathews.
A telegram, dated in finchanan, Mich., on the

:6th mat., reports as follows :_M, Mathews, late
M inting Clerk of the United States House of Reprelentatlyes,died at eleven o'clock this morning,
lie was step/atuei to ex-Vice President Schuyler
JoifajL '
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THE NATIONAL BOARD OF TRADE, j
A Financial DImo.iIob ky t»« Cr^.
mcrcial Representatives of the Vountrjr.

BALTlMORk, Jtn, 1874.
TheNational Board of Trade reassembled at

Ktaito Hall at tea atoioek this mo/ntng. The meetingwae opened with prayer bj/the Rev. Da Dadley.Meqjs. Henry W. Duryee and J. 0. Johnson,
of Newarlt, N. J., presented,their credentials and
were admitted. The Secnotary read a communicationfron the American Cheap Transportation
Association, now In session at Washington, Invitingthe National Board.' of Trade to be present daringthe oession. The Board tendered a vote of
thanks, but, on account of a press of bnslneBs,
could not acoept the Invitation.
The report of theOommittee on National Finance*

being then taken up, John H. Boynton, of New
York, moved as a substitute for the report of the
committee the views and suggestions of a committeeappointed by the Board of Managers of the
New York Produce Exchange to consider the subjectof tbe national finances.
Mr. Tatlob, of Cincinnati, opposed the substitute

submitted by Mr. Boynton. He said that tne senti-
uieui ui toe couuiry wis uppvwu 10 any increase
of the Interest bearing debt. He denied the stateraentthat owing to the growth of the country we
required more currency year by year, and said that
the circulation In Oreat Britain had decreased,
while her commerce had increased eight hundredfold.He concluded that this country had less
currency than ever before. Facilities for exchange
are such that currency is not required to the extentthat it formerly was. While the United States
Supreme Court bad decided in tavor of the constitutionalityoi the issue of the $400,000,000, he was
confident they would deny the constitutionality of
any further issne. if the government was authorzedto grind out greenbacks art libilutn, an ambitiousPresident and Secretary of the Treasury at
Washington could carry every election from Maine
to California.
Mr. Dokk, of Chicago, followed, and contended

that paper money had value, which was publicconfidence, which was tho basis ol the greenback.Mr. Ablb, of St. Louis, said It was very bad legislationfor a government to issue a bond or note
that sells above Its lace value.
Mr. Wiuhslek, or New York, spoke In favor of

the adoption of the substitute oilered by Mr. Boynton.
Mr. Smith, of Milwaukee, said the opinion prevailsIn this Convention and throughout the couutrythat the West was in lavor of inflation or expansionor currency. He said tho West was iu

lavor of the restoration of currency to a specie
standard as soon as practicable, and that all legislationon the subject should tend that way.
Mr. Bonnkk, of St. Louis, otrered a preamble and

resolutions as a substitute for the report of the
Committee on National Finances.
Mr. Wrioht, of Cnicago, followed. He did not

believe in an expansion ol the curreucv and he was
certain that the majority in the West and Northwestconcurred In his views. The greatest danger
that menaces us now is inflation ol the currency
by Congress, and ho would support the report of

Mr. Davis, of Cincinnati, believed that daring
the late panic the natloual banks stood by the
people, and the safest thing tney could do was to
suspend.
Mr. Nourse, of Boston, said the present system

or currency was false in its beginning and false
throughout, its atmosphere is pestilential. Ke
did not think that the popular branch of Congress
was ever in a better disposition to do its whole
duty in the premises, Snould Congress enact a
law that no bank should have a circulation over
one-third its capital it would be wise legislation.
It Is known that there is $150,000,000 of gold in the
country. Three hundred ana fifty millions of dollarsare actually needed.and $250,000,000 of It In
possession of the Treasury.to make resumption
sale and permanent. Ho advised a loan of
$200,000,000 of gold, to be added to the gold
in the Treasury, and then an announcement of
specie payment by the Treasury of all its own obligations.The cost.$10,000,000 per annum in Interest.would,alter one or two years, be saved In
more favorable rates lor relunding the public debt.
Tt)js is the plan ot the deDtor class, who waul not
only feaS6nablv low interest, but loanable capital,
which cannot lie hoped for so long us so large a
portion 01 it is locked up m bank circulation.
Mr. Chittenden. ol New York, believed In eontractionbecause lie believed the diminished busl-

ness of the country required less money than it
did last year. He said Hie banks of New York are
overloaded with national bauk currency. There 13
110 man with good security who cannot borrow,but it wlU not be loaned on wild Western lands.
Mr. Cuoykunok, of St. Louis, said the eouutrv

needed, not more currency, but ipore capital. Aii
iucreasepf the lojmar very olten dfmiiHsties the
latter. The west needs an Increase 01 the employ-
«" *- v-wjiii-iii ui nit WHUKIJ, auu nc liu^c IV ^Ui lb

by a development of resource*.
Mr. Van JIukn, of Kansas City, followed in an

able address, wliicli attracted much attention.
Mr. Okubu, 01 Philadelphia, read a letter from

the tormer manager 01 the liunk oi England.
Mr. britvEss, or the New York chamber of Commerce,tiien made an elaborate argument in favor

of an early resumption or specie payments. He
differed from those who thought specie payment
far distant. He thought the increase of the products01 the country would bring the requisite
amount or specie, and we would gradually grow up
to specie payment.
Ou the conclusion of the address of Mr. Stevens

the debate closed, ami the report of the New York
Produce Exchange, offered by Mr. Boynton as a
substitute for the report ol the Committee on
National Finances, was then voted on and rejected.
Mr. Stkvkns, or New York, withdrew his amend

meut offered yesterday.
Amendments offered by Messrs. Nazro, of Boston;Bonner, of St. Louis; (irubb, of Philadelphia,

and Dore, ol Chicago, wore then severally rejected.
the original report 01 the Commttee on Nuliouul

Finances was then taken up, and the lour resolutionstelegraphed yesterday voted seriatim, and
all adopted; the tlrst by a vote or 44 to 9, the secondby a vote of 4J to 10, the third unanimously,
and the lourth by a vote of oh to is.

Mr. tlROVKKNOK, of .St. Louis, said he was In-
«t runted to make a report iroui the Committee ou
Transportton.
The report was ordered to be printed and made

a special order for to-morrow morning.
Mr. iianuR, or Philadelphia, from ibo special

committee to which the proposed amendments to
the revenue laws were referred, nanded in a report
which will come up to morrow.
At mnr o'clock the Board adjournea until ten

o'clock to-morrow morning.

CHEAP CARRYING.
The National Transportation Conventionat Washington.Necessity of GovernmentWater Routes Through the
Counti y. Encouragrmrnt ot Trade
and Industry,

Washington, Jan. 15, 1R74.
The National Cheap Transportation convention,

at the meeting this morning, was addressed by
Colonel Krobel, of Georgia, as the representative
of uovernor Hmitb, of that State, who had been
invited by the Convention to speak on the subject
or cheap transportation, but whose official duties
detained him at home.
Colonel Frobcl showed the necessity of some

cheaper mode of transportation than at prcscut
exists for the heavy nrodncts of the countrr. and
that water afforded the best means for the accomplishmentof this desired end. He advocated a
national system, the benefit of which would leach
all sections and all interests, and considered as
loilv the cry that the country could not afford
sucli works, comparing this cry with the folly of
the farmer who would suffer thousands of bushels
or grain to rot In his Held because he could not
afford to pay $60 to buy a wagon to haul it to a
protltablc market.

thk small politicians
had opnosed a generous system of water improvementson the ground that It was to cost
$100,000,000, and nttered this cry irom one end of
the land to the other, and this answered the want
01 need. This drowned the voice of the people;
this hushed the complaint of decaying interests,
and irom behind tills pretence of a virtuous
economy tliey tolled the death knell of prosperity
In this cry, "A hundred milliona.''
Colonel Krobol spoke at length as to the necessityof bunding up our mauulaetures aud

HOMK TKADR HKTWKKX THK STAT KM,
and reviewed the present condition of the cotton
interests, allowing It was rapiuiy decaying, and. In
conclusion, reviewed the prcseut iluanclai conditionof tlie country and Its causes, lie was irequentlyapplauded during his remarks.
The report of the Committee on Canals was

made, and its consideration deterred as the special
order lor to-morrow.
The convention adjourned until four o'clock this

aiterrioon.

THE LABOR OOHIEBT IN PHILADELPHIA.
Twaive Hundred Carpet Weavers on

Strike In (*hllndelpnla~Gr«nt Distress
and No Piospcet of a kettlement.

raiLADBLmiA, Jan. 13, 1374.
The carpet weavers' strike In Kensington still

continues, with but llttlo or no prospect of an

early settlement of existing difficulties. Among
the stAkers numerous rases of distress aro reported,and the relief committees are rendering
all the assistance lb tnelr power.
Several cases of Interference with the workmen

employed at reduced wagea have taken place, and
to avoid any future trouble In this respect the
carpet Manufacturers' Association has Issued an
offer of reward for the arrest of all strikers found
tampering with or Intimidating any of their employeswho are employed at present prices.

It is ronghly estimated that there are about 1,200
persons thrown oat of employment by the weaves'Hkki ud Jtjuiaugtoii piyue.

iNU\RY 16, 1874..TRIPLB

JAY COOKE & CO.

'Meetlnjf of the CroditorH
ol tlic House.

How the Families of the Firm Are Provided
For.Statements and Reports.UproariouiProceeding?.

Philadelphia, Jan. IS, 1874.
One of the most exciting, vehement and, lu many

respects, disgraceful meetings ever held in any
city was this morning made up of the creditors of
Jay Cooke, who were so numerous that they tilled
the Assembly buildings to overflowing and completelyblocked up and barricaded the stairs. A
more motley group of human beings never met In
council, and at certain stages of the meeting the
excitement was simply intense. The ball opened
by the reading of

tub aflblts amd liabilities
of the firm, of which the following is a synopsis:.

Assets.
Claw I $3,310,009Class II 3,930.018
Total $7,340,097Deduct secured indebledue.-s $1,196,089Deduct separate unsecured indebtednessol partners 86,003

$1,581.(KB
Leaving, exclusive of class TIT 8&058.336

UahUtlie«.
Total liablliiics. Including foreign exchange,valuing the pound sterling at $5 60, and llabiliticsiu gold at $1 ilk about $11,131,878Deduct secured itud separate liabilities.$1,581,093Debts due by creditors (see last item inclass II.) 1,971,540

$2,863,233
isn unsecured partnership liabilities, wiuiout
call uluuon ol interest, damages, Ac., about...$8,481,048
The amount of this indebtedness to be deducted as

above uiay vary from the sum stated, it Uiu particularsecurities pledged should in any instance not realize
enough to pay the particular dents for which they are
pledged, and he general Indebtedness will ox course be
correspondingly increased.
Class 1 is con posed of assets definitely appraised;Class It ot assets ol uncertain appritisunu'nt. and Class

111 oi assets without appraisement. The latter comDrlses
stocks, bonds and property ot like character, and some
real estate in Minnesota.

TilK 0NITKD STATUS MAltSUAJL'S AFPUAISKUUXTS
are as follows
Furniture, household goods and fixtures at
Uibraitur $0,103Furniture, housoliold goods aud fixtures ofJay Cook, .ir 740Furniture, household goods and fixtures otWilliam (I. Moorhead 22.497Horses, carriages, Pooka household goods,Ac., not yet appruised by tbo Marshal, but
estimated oy the bankrupts 49,950Notes of first division St. Paul and Pacific
Company (secured by special mortgage onthe rolling stock 20,807Philadelphia anil Brie Land Company (1,904shares) 49.000National Sale Deposit Company, Washlrg.ton (12.) shares) 804

(Mr. Corseu stutes that in his opinion this
stock Is wortn at least ninety per cent.Mr. Henry D. Cooae s ates:."I his isheld by a lew parties; $8 a share has
been paid in, t think. 1 think it worth
ninety per cent ou what is psld In.")Lake M ihopuo insurance Co 100 shares I . ouuLake Maliopac Ice Company 100 shares)(Mr. Fahnestocx states that this cost
$.\0U0. Tbo company bought up somti
property In anticipation ol a railroad
being built through this region. That
railroad Is uow being built, and ho
states that be considers the investment
good for the amount, the Maliopac Ice
Company is connected with and is a partof fHo Improvement Company.)Notes ot Northern Pacific Radioed Company 1,500,O1'!),000(Secured by .'17,5t)i shares of Oregon steamNavigation Company, pur *3,750,lk)i,valued by Jay Cooke A Co., on Marshal's
VHVUUI1-, mx. * OUIC0 say* litis
company has usually paid dividends
nionilily during eight or nine months ofthe year, it extend* 4J0 lulled by land
and water. The navigation commences
at Portland, Oregon, and Kulama, Washingtonrorritory. and reached to I-owiitown,on the snake Kiver. Tho raiiroadid about twonty-ilvc lulled long in all.The company owns twenty three steam,hoatd and chartered rights and urivl.legos, tnaehtno shops, foundries, Ac.
The company had been ill operationover twenty years. The certificates of
slock have heett transferred tiy endorsement,and have been forwarded to the
otlteo of the company tor transfer on
their books. The company paid dividendslast year up to about the 30th of
JPcUjtrsSaoO.Otft.) -». 7 i.I "'ftsAtclifauTl County Kallrokd Company bondA... 3,0tl)(>lr. Moornead states that these are good
tioiids. and the interest has been paidregularly without default, i'hey cost par
n ca<h.)

Amount due lor commissions upon importationsof hoop-iron tics for cotton hales, estimated fldplOO(This is cousidcrcd worth lully the
amount.) .Pew >o. do at. Andrew's church, Philadelphia 25J(Mr. Muorheail states it Is probably worth
ltd.)

BILLS RKC'KfVABLK.
Valuation.Doubtthl, with collateral - $230,700 »tiil,2ldDoubtful. no collateral iO,;t/l if,l 11

Hud, with collateral 27.001 -

Hail, no collateral. -100,071.

boos in htm.
Doubtful $18S.»R $fsi,4t>lDoubltul, hall llltcrest ill *135,040 77,02.) Ou,0.1.1Hail 162,330 .

ilood. due by sundry persons w lio arc
creditors of-lay Cooke A Co. for
eiiuiviileut amounts. There may
he resulting balances, deutor or
creditor, hut tney utust be smalt.
The amount ol these special debts

is 1,071,510
Total- $3,930,010

Hit. COOKK'S 3TATKMKNT.
Mr. -lay Cooke, -Sr., beintr expected to (five an

account of tho large tranaierof prooerty to tho
members of Ins own faintly, had made ready tho
following report:.
Believing myself worth at that time, above all possibloliabilities, over $2,000,1)00, did give, about the Istot January,186*, to my eldest son, Jay Cooke, Jr., a short time

prior to Ills marriage (lie was not thou a meinour oftliullrui, but became so on tlie 1st oi .lannary. 1371), sundrystock* and bonds, my individual property,and whieu1 bad realised trout my indlvnluui income, to tho nominalamount of $J0,dud, although probably nut wortlt
iie-ru than $'»,OUU. Tho details of those items I cannot
now give from memory. If I ran find any data fromwhich 1 can give thcinlwilldo.su. My son Informs mo
iii.u in- iiun "in<f reiiirncu in mi! iirm most of theseassets,111 reason of being u partner. Hint giving up itll he
possesses. During the year ItttiM our biMiucs* still von*tniueit prosperous, its it hud before, and my own privutovstuta was Increased by my dividends ftoui the tirin.On the 2%1 ol April, HMM, my daughter l-aura was married.and in pursuauce ol iny general plan to make amoderate provision tor my children, I deeded to her
proporty, consisting of about eight acres, house, Ac.,being u small fraction ol my estate at Chelten Hills. Ialso gave, her it mortgage ol £lfi,UOu. made, by Karton H..li nks, on some coal property, which mortgage I had hail
lor a number of year*. I also gave her, about the middleot 1872, a small property owuoil by me. in Sandusky,aiul whlcli I had ow tied lor a number ot years and whichbad cost me $,%,UU0. My reason tor giving her this additionalproporty ut this time was her relinquishing toanother daughter a small house which I had bceu buildinglor her residence, and iny other daughter, sallie, receivingtnr same on the occasion ol her marriage, In September.IS7I. Attached to tills home, the contract priceit which was $d,lM>. with a stable, wasuboat seven orright acres, part of the. old estate of Cbelicn llills. Inanticipation ot this youngest daughter's marriage.asmall provision tor her is here, reierrcd to, aud the sentenceconcludes.in lact, all of these provisions havehrcn made out ot iny outside Individual property. Ihave one oilier child, who Is now in Ills seventeenth
year, lor whom 1 had inane some slight provision, notanticipating any such crisis as has occurred. I proposed,on his becoming 21 years of age, to make his amount
equal to the other children's, in thu meantime, as I hudsmall and detached items of'stocks, Ac., 1 inado provisionfor him to that extent. The sum total ot those Items
would probably lie worth tn all $l.l,ifk). These, with tiie
exception ot possibly some $iJ,l) HI to various parties, all
prior to January, 1870, are the sum total, to the best of
inv knowledge and belief, ot the donations or gitts which
vou inquire about. Of course I have made charitabledonations at different periods of which I have kept norecord, and which I presume are not Intended to lie inquiredabout by you. At the sercrul times at which Imade these, settlements upon iny children I regardedmyseU worth at least $2,0.k),0lii or more.

MK. MDORHKAll's STATKMKNT.
After this Mr. Moot-bead's statement was read

aa ioiiows:.
It illi.im U. Moorhead, In his statement, says that aboutthe first of the year 1.860 he regarded himself worth aboutthe greater part in interest paving bonds. He

owed nothing hut'current expenses, his income beingahoul $Jli,UUU a year. He then settled upon Ills wile
property m Montgomery rmiutv, Pa., ami ins city house
in Hioad street, Philadelphia, together valued at $80,01)0.He entered into haaineaa with lay Cooke, Mr. t'ooke
receiving two-thirds of the proilts. .Mr. Moorhead not
Ki'i"« ma pcrMHl.tl a.irUllOII Ui DlifUtloHN. IT MODIbeadwas then President ui the Philadelphia and KrloKailroad Company, and contl'inrd so nil November, H64.and slnco that titue has attained u> hi* private busineat.Hp nold ttio Broad sireei property oi liia wileaud pnl the proceeds In the "Hutler ltuu*o,'' iu Walnut,above .Sliecnih street, spending beddes mi It aboutf.Vi.mX). The house has been regarded as his wile's,iIioiikIi no regular deed was made m it 10 her. Ilia wifedied 111 IM6K, and the property retorted to Mr. Moorhead.IIIh letter continues;.

flie bu.-iueaa ot Jay Cooke A Co. bad been very prospermia.and lry own earnings, together with my privatubusiness, had been large. My estate bad increased from
my private business at leant f'tm.imn and mv prollla witllthe iirin had itilly ronlized fSOD.uDi more. I'uring allUna period I had lived upon the income ol my privaterelate, and the protlta whirh I had made ill the tirni ollay Cooke A Co. were left In the firm, In addition towhich I made constant deposits Uiore irom
mv personal income. On the let day of June,Ho#, 1 wa* married to iny present wile, andnettled on her securities amounting to $IOii,ouO, anduImi $27,1*10 to he divided between Tier two daughters.Ou tiie 27th ot A pnl preceding, In view ol mv approach*iUK marriage, I nettled on iny two children $PU,0(>) each.* At Una date my private peraonal relateainonnted to 91 227.(*k>. exclusive ot my real nutate, andexclusive ot all interest In day Cooke A Co.
The aawta act out in iny schedule were all the results of
my private hueiueee, and no part ot Uiem derived tTomJav Cooke A Co. M v Walnut street property, Montgomerycounty property and lands in the Went were worthfrom $2UU,U0U to $600,000. At the date ot these settlementsI believe myself to be worth upwards ol $2,000,000,independent ol every interest In ttie firm of Jay Cooke kCo. on I he 26th or Heeember, 1971, I settled upon mywilts the honer and lot on the southeast corner of Thirty*ninth and chestnut streets, Philadelphia, which costabout $160.1)011 i$140,000 of which were derived from theproperties theretofore settled on mv first wife)-I treded my country home, Kuckwood, for lots In Philsdelphia.realizing $47,!**).
Mr. Moorhead concluded with saving that when these

settlements were made lie felt he was amply able tomake them, without question in lew ur in lactJ. C. Kaline«took says that on January 23, 1MB, he conveyed,through Philip W. Holme*, lo his wife, the house
sa4>it.ji^. MBkjiadiaiB avenue, hew York uUr. ami ate

i SHEET.
on the mine dlj the furniture end appurtenances.
HSMW I9, lf1' hf. j?"*'11 n<1 »" K) hie wile
$1<XI UOO In leu forties, whlcb are now in her name, he
think* it Dro|>er to add that be bought the houai' referred
to In 1808, with money acqatrei belore the establishment
ol the llrni of J»y Cooke k Co.. autl at the time ol pur
chase and transfer of the bond* he bad a ranti balance
of $140, UUO, In addition to more than $3l*>,uuo arcamuUied
proflta in the houve ol Jay Cooke k Co., aad, luriner
more, owned other property to the amount of I'Jouuu
his debta of all kind* not exceeding (6.uiu.
Kx-Goveruor Henry D. Cooke suya lie inveated in hi*

residence in Georgetown $1118,QUO, and in Carter place
on the opposite corner. lAO.uOO, purchasing tlmu in ihgo
and IH07. These properties were subsequently luruej
over to creditors.
George 0. Thomas *avi that "at no time or tliuc*

ainre 1 became a member of tin: flrin have I made any
convevanct. Ac., to any member of my lamily or upon
any relation," except tbat In the mmmi roi lHTi he expended$MW0 on the property of his wile, at No. l.tiiU
Spruce street.
Jame* A. Garland aaya that when, on the l«t of January,lPTi. his share In the property ol Jay Cooku k Co.

was ascertained to he $X>,10l> he gave a uertiAeate of depoultfor th'.a amount to nts wlta, and on the 1st of November.I87J, be paid a mortgage lor fit,1100 on properly
ol his wife. No. 188 Cexington avenue. New York city.
Jay Cooke, Jr., say* ">o" to the question of the Receiver,but relers to a property in Philadelphia, owned

by his wife and inherited by her Irom her lather's esiuie.
Put Cooke sav* tbat hi* interest In the Arm ol Jay

Cooke k Co. was the smallest of any. to wit, seven per
cent Helore he beeaine a member ol the Arm he was worth
$100,000 in improved real estate and Western lands He
gave his sou $10,000 In liuluth city bouds at Ins marriage.
Tie gave two other sons $10,000 each, lie will pass to the
estate of Jav Cooke k Co. a large amount and all of his
property, for which he lias not received an equivalent in
the small amount of proAts he has received, alter paying
his lamily expenses, while a member of the Arm.
Several other reports were read which were

simply of minor Importance, expounding In detail
what nas already been stated In the above. A certainset of individuals endeavored to get op an applauselor Mr. Cooke's own statement, but It was
an exoeedlngly weak demonstration and soon died
awav. In answer to a question put by Mr. Christie,
ol Washington, the Register siau that all the statementsbaa been sworn to. Mr. Christie then
moved "that the creditors here assembled express
ttielr high appreciation ol too Intelligence displacedby tbe members of the tlrm of Jay Cooke A
Co. in providing so humanely and liberally for the
members or

THRIK RR8PBCTIVK KAMI I, Kg. ^

thereby protecting stud relatives (roiu the*ruin
that has overtaken so many ol the llrm's creditors."
The astonishment and consternation of the

meeting upon the proposition of this fcjiter and
sarcastic resolution cauuot be well described,
some hissed, some cheered and others said

"KICK HIM OUT."
The Receiver refused to put such a motion to the

meeting and the wildest contusion prevailed.
The Register, upon being requested, read the

list of
BAD DRBTO,

which amonntod to $1,000,000
The Receiver's report was next read, as follows
In presenting to the creditors the foregoing svnopsisol the UHsels ol the bankrupt*, the receiver dc ire* to saythat be 1* satisfied that uo delay Inis occurred ill the

£reparation and delivery by them ol the schedule* to the
aralial but what wu unavoidable irom tho magnitude

01 their previon* transactions at their otttccs 111 lTilladel
Slila, New York and Washington. At the same lime this
elay ha* rendered it impracticable lor the receiver to

procure complete appraisement of these assets, representinga* they do Investment in lands anil securities,
varying In location aud origin, Iroui the Atlantic to tbe
Paciflo.
The very existence of many ot these secnrlttes ha*

been unknown In tho stock market ol Philadelphia uud
New York, and an Intelligent appraiseiueut thereof
would require correspondence with parlies at a distiAce,who might bo supposed to be acquainted with their
values and with the probabilities ot hading purchasers.
Besides, there are large parcels of stocks and bouda possessingmi present quotable market price, but which
would be, iu the ouinion of tho receiver, both Impolitic
and injurious to tiic creditors to have a valuation aftlxed,
since such valuation, at the best, could be but
conjectural, and the mere statement of It would probablyprevent tho successful termination of negotiations
commenced by the bankrupts, looking to tbe use ol those
very securities for the litiuldntlon of certain of their indebtednesswhich negotiations the Assignees to be
chosen by the creditors on the nth inst. will probablv
concur with tho receiver in deslrlug to have consummated.
The receiver report* that he has collected

Bills receivable 9112.991Book debts 11,312Bond and mortgage 1,613Dividends on securities and interest on mortgages 3,246And that he has receipted
Cash from the bankrupts. 81,347from sales ol 19,600 I'hiladelphin and hrie shares 16,82)

Total $227,146That he has paid to secured creditors 972,37sInstalment Guarantee Company sUxk loll
Instalment Philadelphia Warehouse Company602Taxes 1,383Protests «... 27
freight and boxing ol books from New
York and Washington olllees to Philadelphia300

Salaries of clerics slid employes of bankrupts,preparing schedules, balance
sheets, Ac 1,734

Travelling expenses 160
Bui'drics 438

77,026
F.eavinc cash in the hands of the receiver 814'.',219
lie hoped to be able at tliis time to huve collected or

realized ati amount sufficient to pay a dividend In cash
ot at least live per cent. Although such a mm, RTiOlil
$125,16)0. Is not now in his hand, yet he is ol opinion that
wuhin the course of probably lour to six weeks such a
dividend might be declared by the aslgnee. He bellev< s,

9moreover, that a largo portion of the asset* might soou
be distributed in kiudsimoug the creditors.
There are considerable dlltlcuitiua attendant upon the

determination of the proper plan to effect this desirable
end. Two methods have been suggested. One to declaro
a dividend of a certain percentage, or several dividends
of diilorent peroentagoa. payable in certain of the securitiesat a valuation, artlxed merely tor the purpose of tlm
distribution made, but leaving tiie ultimate, valuation, as
between the debtors and their creditors, to be deterI111 ..time future time when ihn i-nlnna .,1' tl... -uni..

ride-could tie more certainly ascertained than at present.
Another Hiiggontion liaa been ttiat a dividend or dividendsol ccriHtn percentages iniitht be declared payable

In the securities referred to ut certain fixed rates, leaving
it uptional, however, with the creditors to accept or
retnse, within a designated period, noli dividend or divi-
d« nds, the said rates to tie snch as tl the securities were
sold thereat: the sales would be beyond all doubt con-
selercd advantageous to tlic creditors refusing the dividendsso declared.
The receiver, however, does not consider it within the

scope of his duty to do more than note lh.se MiiiKestioiis
tor the eon side ration of the creditors. The subject is oiic
ot some conuili Ity, but not iu Ins opinion necessarily of
inherent difficulty. I

Tlic creditors will take notice that the receiver does
not charge himself with tlic assets set forth iu tills synopsis.which has been made tVoin the marshal's schedules.
He will, at tiie proper time, flic an inventory ot what lie
h \s received, and will account lor the same ut an audit
before the Register, as directed in the order of Court of
2 -tli November, IK7M.

In that order It was made (he duty of Ihe receiver to
report, through the tioftster, "if Dm bankrup i, or any,
or either ol them, have, or lias, at any time or times,
made any conveyance, irunsler, payment or aporopria-lion, otherwise ihau m the regular course ot business
for valuable con-iduratton, or in the expense f liviuif or
faiuiiv sinenses"
The huiikrupts have tarnished answers, which have

been filed wiui the Register, and they arc ready for the
inspection of any creditor. These answers will pass Into
the hands ot the assignee, whose duty it will be. to take
such action as the Interest of the creditors may seem to
Indicate. KDWIN M. LEWIS, Receiver.
Am the vote was being caat after tho reading of

the above report for the trnatees, scenes of tho
most disgraceful nature occurred, whistling, yell-
ing, shouting, cat calls and boisterous latigfiing
rendering the calling off of the creditors' names
impossible. "Oet a bigger hall," said one. "Ad-
journ until to-morrow," said another. "Stop the
business altogether," cried a third. "Let's go to tho
Academy of Music." it was Impossible under the
circnmstances to understand what was going on,
and, Indeed, no ono seemed to care, one man
alter another man.one voice after another
yelled and demanded attention in its iiigheHt possiblekey. One motion after another was lost in
the din and confusion, which was great enough to
render the most sano man in the party an absolutelunatic. Hats, hands, handkerchiefs unit
overcoats waved in the air in the most ridlcnlous
manner imaginable. Yells, cries, expostulations,
maledictions and pcais of heartless laughter was
the peculiar and excruciating music of the .

moment. Kvery one was upon his feet shouting,
stamping and gesticulating as It it were the last
time ne would ever have an opportunity to make a
noise.
An election of trustees was simply impossible,

hat Mr. Mason arose aud cried out, at the top of
Ills voice, that the meeting was adjourned
to receive the votes, and that the election would
go ou during the afternoon, stating that at eleven
A. M. to-morrow the election would lie continued,
and that those who did not vote to-day could come
and do so at the appoiuted time in the morning.
Thus was the disgraceful scene ended for to-day.

THE JERSEY SOUTHERN RAILROAD STRIKE.
Statement ot the Ocntral Freight

Al,Hi_Th> llnarf - « a « _ nilal 111

Yesterday evening: a Herald reporter called
upon Mr. Gore, tne General Freight Agent of 1110
Southern Railroad of New Jersey, and the followingIs his statement with reference to the blockade
caused by the strike of tnc employes or that railroad
"There Is absolntcly nothing new in the state of

afT&irs to-day. Not a single locomotive la running
and all the employes of the road refuse to work till
the wages due them by the road are paid. 1 leel very
sorry for them, for many of them must be In terribly
destitute circumstances, and their credit at the grocerystores must, donbtiess, be exhausted. The
engineers have disconnected their engines at Manchester,making them useless to us till what
they have hidden away Is replaced. In addition
to this the men had no right to run all our loco-
motives to Manchester, from the various points of
the road where they had arrived, on Monday oveu- ,

lng, whon the strike commenced. The engines do 1

not belong to them, and serions accidents might |
have taken place through their being run on the I
road without the knowledge of tne train despatoher.The majority of the engineers have been
employed for a long time by the company, and I
am aurprtaed at their conduct in this matter; but
one had man will corrupt a large number In excitingtimes. President M. W. Herat has made his
way to Manchester to mako a report of what
is transpiring there. General Painter and
myself were engaged in telegraphing to
him, asking for information, when we
learned from the operator at Bandy Hook
that the connection had glveuont; so we are as
mnoh in the dark as ever of what Is going on there.
Arrangements were being made to pay the men
their wages, and now, by tneir ureeldilate conduct,
tbqj have vftUMMi a jkjuur*"
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LABOR'S TRIBULATIONS.

What the Common Council Has Done and
Left Undone lor the Unemployed.

An Ordinaneo to Give Work to Thousand*
Lying on tho Table of the Board of Aldermen.StartlingOfficial Statements.

In view of recent developments and the exfraor.
diuary amount or distress which prevails union#
the laboring classes there is a geueral desire
throughout the community to know accurately
what chances the bond jtde workmen who are at
present unemployed, and whose families are starving,have of obtaining work on public improvementsthrough the agency of the Common Council
This general desire is equalled by an anxiety to
know who are really responsible for the present
condition of affairs.

WHAT 1IAB BERK DONS.
It mav he acute.I in. n.. ....

J "" Vi»v ucuruv U1 IUUBC WUU »! »

unacquainted with the working* or the Common
Council Unit three great corporation ordinances
have recently been Introduced to provido the unemployedlaborer* with work. Tue drat of theaei
wan lor the roadway or suriace conatruotlon of
Riverside avenue, lying along the bank of tho
North River; the second, for the surface constructionof the streets and avenues adjoining
Morningslde Park, and the third, lor the road wag
construction of Righth avenue, Irom the soutli
side of Fiity-nlntU street to the south side of
110th street. The two former ordinances, waictr
passed both branches of the Common Council audi
which wonld have involved the employmem ol
thousands of laborers by the day's work, wore
vetoed by Mayor Havemeycr, ostensibly by tho
advice of Corporation Counsel Dclatteld Smith.
The third has been laid over in the Board of Aldermen,though, It is said, it would involve the expenditureof $-2,000,000 in labor by the time tun
work which is necessary and which must be dono
at some season of perhaps less general distress is
brought to completion. '

HOW NOT TO DO IT.
Some weeks since this ordinance for the improvementof Righto avenue within the above

limits was introduced Into the Board ot Assistant
Aldermen by Assistant Alderman Snnousou.It was
said at the time by the advice or Commissioner
Van Nort.In the following terms:.
Reno'vci, Thai the roadway or surface construction of

Eighth avenue, t'rom the northerly ahle ot the circle
Broadway, Eighth avenue and Kitty-ninth street to the
southerly side ol lldtli street be executed under the dlPetitionnf flip ('nniiniMinnpr of' Hnhlit* Worirs hu «! »v'a

work, or in such manner as (hp said Comiiii -slimer mar
(Ippui expedient lor tlib bout Interest* of the city unit
property owner*, mid of such material and on »ncn plan
a« may bo prescribed or determined by the Board of
Commissioners of the Department of I'ublle Parks, a«
authorized by chapter SW, l.aws of 1OT3. and that tile ucuuinpunyIiir ordinanoe tlierufor be adopted.
This resolution was carried with only two dis«

sonting votes, Assistant Aldermen Murphy ami
Thoruell voting "No." When It weut to the Board
of Aldermen It was amended so as to read "by
day's work only," the clause "in such manner at
the Commissioner of Public \N orks may direct"
being stricken out. The board of Assistant Ald»rweurefused to concur in this amendment, and'
when the resolution went back to the board of
Aldermen they tabled It., where it now lies, while
So,ooo people nre starving in this city. Kaoh
branch of tho Common Council claim*
that the other is In fault and Is delayingthe giving out. of work to tue poor,starving laborers. To set the mutter at rest flnaiiy
a HBitALU reporter cubed on Commissioner Van
Nort last evening lu reference to this matter. Altec
introducing the object of his visit and asking tit
what form the ordinance should be passed so as to
be of real beuetlt to the laboriug classes in waut ol
work that gentleman said:.

COMMISSIONER VAN NORT'ri STATEMENT.
"It could only be of any real service In Ike original

form iu whicu it leit tUc board of Assistaui Aidermen.It Is all very well to talk aoout giving out
such a work as this construction of the roadwayof Ktglitli avenue by the day without!
gtviug power to buy materials, stone,
and tools. vet, as that ordinance was
Smendert by the Board of Aldermen, 1 could mm
put a single man to work. Yon see the work extendsover two miles, stone must be procured
from quarries to make the roadway, and laborers
employed by the day must be supplied with tools,
picks, shoveis, Ac. As soon as the Hoard of Aldermenthink proper to puss tho ordinance iu its
origiual form, and as soon as the Mayor approves
of It. then I am prepared to set a large number of
laborers to work without any delay."
"Then the Board of Aldermen arc responsible

for tho delay in this mattery"
"If the ordinance is to be of any good to the poor

they must pass It In its origiual form and tho
Mayor must sign it In that lonn. Mayor 11 ivemeyer
has already vetoed two great ordinances providing
work, which passed both branches ol the Common.
Conncll.one for the construction of the roadway of
Riverside avenue and the streets udioimug MornintrudePark. (Pointing to a map bciore hiru.)
Here are six miles and a half of roadway to \<>y
constructed, and yet Mayor Havemeyer, on tho
advice oi the Corporation Counsel, vetoes
ordinances providing for the construction of
lour miles, with all dne respect to Mr. Delafleid
smith L think his advlco was erroneous, as tho
appendix to the charier in June, which overrides
all previous legislation 011 the subject, Iu unmistakableterms gives the Common council power
to order this work. Tills depart menr. lias no pow er
In the matter, nor has the Department ol Public
i ;iika. ib in useless to say so.'

WHAT TI1R MAYOR SAYS.
The reporter tlien called on Mayor hnvemejee

and asked Iain If lie believed that the Common
Council hud power to order work to be given oun
by the day. The Mayor, after searching through
the charter, nointed to the following distinct section
Chapter .Tit, section 91, l.aws of 1873:."Whenever a ny

work is necc-«ary to he done to complete or pcricct .a
particular .lob, or any supply is now.inn lor any parti.
i'iilar purpose, wlii'h work and job is to ho uinlorta in- i.
or supply furnished Cor the Corpora turn, and the ecvor.il
parts ol the said work or supply shall altogether Involvn
the expenditure ol more than ail.UOl), the sume shall he bv
contract, under such regulations concerning It as shall
bo established by ordinance ot the Common Council, e.\
septiiiK such works now In progress as are authorized lor
law or ordinance to be done otherwise than by contract,
and unless otherwise ordered by a three-fourth's vote of
the members elected to tho Common Council."
in reply to a question from the reporter tho

Mayor said distinctly that he had never seen tho
ordinance for the tilghth aveune improvement,
though It was openly stated at the last meeting of
the Hoard of Assistant Aldermen that It was hy his
advtce that that ordinance was modltled by tho
Hoard of Aldermen. The Assistant Aldermen and
the Mayor all admit that thero Is no necessity for
rnrther legislation to enlarge the powers ol tho
Common Council with regard to those out of ent

plovment,as the charter of 1873 and the above sectioncover it sufficiently.

PRISONERS OF WAR.

Maklag Things Hot for the Toinpklu*
Square Klalera."Cttlsen" Sehwxb
Makes a Few Remarks.
The disastrous results of the great skirmish last

Tuesday In Tompkins square between the pollen
and the workingmen are now fully reullzed, particularlyby the uufortnnate fellows who wero

seized hy the boys In bine and stufTed in no very
gentle manner into the station-house cells that
uay. ai Mini'X Market rouce court, uuum

Justice Flainnter, tho balance of the
nnfortuuates were brought np to answer
to the charges against ttiem, 4 nicy all professed
the belief that they wero oncouscloiis of doing
wrong, ana a low of them said that they wcrn

merely looking on at the fun. Tho Justice, how*
over, thought that such excuses were ol no aval*
and committed thent in default of $1,000 bail, "just
lorfuu."
Christian Meyer, who hit Sergeant Berghokl on

the head with a hammer, mulcting a dangerous
wound, was brought up and admitted the assault,
but said lie hud used the hammer to pr<>.
tect himself. He was held tor trial without
bail on a cfiurgc of fetonlona assault with Intent to
kill. The following were committed lor trial at
the (leneral or special Sessions In default or $i,»oo
bull:.Herman l.lgeacky, John Pollskl. Christian
Kurkht-lscr. Francis Dufour, Henry Clausen, MarshalJaufTret, John Miller, Bernard Smith, Frauds
Schmidt, tleorge Pontius, Thomas McGrand, Joliu
Murtha, William Jackson and Charles Crosse.
The following were remanded ior a mrther

lienring, the evidence not being very strong agaiust
them:.Jacob Becker, Marcus Marx, John Hart,
lames Donnelly, Adoiph RiiOer and Charles Winkanao.
"Citizen" Jnstns Schwab, who. It will be remembered,was arrested waving the red flag In tho

lace of the police and calling wildly on the people
to tight to the last, was arraigned and made qui'o
a little oration In Court. He said"Judge, 1 aui a
Communist and iicileve In the communes. Wh
will yet astonish the world. We went there to
parade and hul a right to do so; but
we never intended to break the peace."
Here Mr. Schwab waxed verr excited and said,
"The red flag Is the great emblem of unity and
strength all through the world. We will yet snaka
It ont to the breeze and carry It beiore our numberlessthousands of followers."

In consideration of Mr. Schwab's inspiriting remarkshe was sent below In dmault of $i,uoo ball,
and will be tried at the General Sessions. Alargo
number of the accused had bail In court, which
was accepted when found correct, and the nrum*
era Uiiu haded were dihcUaued.


